Will I be reimbursed if I pay during the gap period once the 2027 fund opens?
No. There is currently no mechanism to reimburse an APC already paid during the gap from the 2027 allocation. 
Detailed scenarios
For reference, the table below sets out exactly how each combination of submission, acceptance, and licence-signing timing plays out under the current agreement. Most authors only need the general guidance above: if acceptance and licence signing fall in the gap period, we're asking authors to pay the APC directly wherever possible.
	Scenario
	Submission
	Acceptance
	Licence signed
	Outcome

	A
	Before Oct 2026
	Before Oct 2026
	Before Oct 2026
	Fully funded from the 2026 allocation. Publishes without delay.

	B
	Before Oct 2026
	Before Oct 2026
	Oct–Dec 2026
	Funding request is cancelled once the 2026 allocation is exhausted. If an overage account exists, funding moves there. If not, the author may be asked to pay the APC.

	C
	Before Oct 2026
	Before Oct 2026
	In 2027
	Automatically funded from the 2027 allocation once the licence is signed. No disruption.

	D
	Before Oct 2026
	Oct–Dec 2026
	Oct–Dec 2026
	Same as Scenario B: funding request cancelled; overage account checked; author may be asked to pay.

	E
	Before Oct 2026
	Oct–Dec 2026
	In 2027
	Automatically funded from the 2027 allocation.

	F
	Before Oct 2026
	In 2027
	In 2027
	Automatically funded from the 2027 allocation. No disruption.

	G
	After Oct 2026
	In 2026
	In 2027
	If an overage account exists, it funds the article temporarily. Once the licence is signed in 2027, eligibility switches to the SANLiC 2027 allocation (which takes priority over overage accounts). Publishes without delay.

	H
	After Oct 2026
	In 2027
	In 2027
	Same as Scenario G. Automatically funded from the 2027 allocation.



